
Write to us at:  

info@mwnoko.co.za 
P O Box 271, Groot Marico, 2850, NWP

Phone us on: 076 651 1526

To see what keeps us motivated and for 
more info go to our website at: 

www. mwnoko.co.za

What information do we 
share?

 z Information on current issues affecting  
the environment which will impact on 
local communities

 z Information designed to educate about 
our natural resources, using visual aids in 
own language and site visits/field trips.

 z Information which ensures that  communities 
and individuals know their rights

 z Reports in the  media 

Members
All are volunteers who devote lots of time 
and energy, including experts in the legal 
and scientific fields and a caterer [which 
really helps at meal times!]
We also have excellent contacts in the 
national media and with environmental 
groups.

Funding
Entirely through donations from our 
members and others. Of course any and 
all  efforts and monetary donations are 
much needed and will be used wisely and 
appreciatively.

If you are in GM please come and support us 
by buying our great t-shirts, locally produced 
bags and other handmade items and stickers 
at Cool Hog Corner every Saturday, next 
to the Info Centre in the main road. Also 
available at Tara Rokpa Centre. See their 
website: www.tararokpacentre.co.za 

Bank account details:
Postbank Acc no: 00099965638

Biggest expenses:
 y Travelling costs
 y Printing and printing consumables
 y Telephone calls
 y Groceries

We are currently taking steps to  
register as an NPO

Some  important issues we 
are involved with:

 y Waste water treatment and prevention of 
dumping of sewerage in river

 y Mining activities in sensitive areas

 y Intensive large scale, highly 
mechanical, low labour, 

non-sustainable economic 
activities harmful to the 
environment 

Brian Sheer with Peter Phefo
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The Marico River Catchment
The Irreplaceable Treasure of the North West
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For more info contact: 
Bridget Corrigan
Endangered Wildlife Trust
Source to Sea Programme
011 372 3600
bridgetc@ewt.org.za

Groot Marico

Marico Oog

Tufa Waterfall

NFEPA

The Origin 

One of our founding members, named Peter 
Phefo, dreamt of a porcupine lying in the 
bush. The next day he went to the place he 
had seen in his dream and found the quills. 
He gathered them up and later handed them 
out to a research group that was studying the 
Groot Marico River. 

He gave the thick and sturdy  quills to the 
men, like assegais to warriors. He handed the 
long, thin and delicate quills to the women, 
to represent their beauty.  Then he told the 
group the Tswana name for the quills – 
‘Mmutlwa wa Noko’ which literally means the 
‘thorn of the porcupine’. 

Peter emphasized that the porcupine is a 
peace loving creature but it will defend itself 
vigorously when threatened.

A group of dedicated volunteers, including 
Peter, has been working together since 2010 
to preserve the sensitive Marico environment 
and its precious peoples and decided to 
establish a formal association in January 2011.
  
Since its members are multi-cultural, the black 
and white quill is the guiding  symbol of all 
cultures working together for a common goal. 

       And so Mmutlwa wa Noko was born.

Goals - Continue to:
 z Create awareness of, in order to protect, 

the unique Groot Marico bushveld and  
River, and its catchment, valuable not only 
for its beauty and  ecological significance, 
but also for its cultural, spiritual and 
ancestral importance.

 z Support  development of the area  in an 
economically viable and sustainable way,  
in harmony with the environment, to 
ensure a future for all.        

 z Ensure that proper procedures contained 
in the law are followed.

How do we achieve this?  
 z Inform communities who are usually 

overlooked in decision making processes,  
by driving to them to communicate 
directly with them on important 
issues. These include the traditional 
communities, township dwellers and 
farm labourers who are without internet 
access and telephones.

 z Include communities by providing 
transport for their leaders to meetings 
at which decisions will be made which 
will affect their communities, to  ensure 
their input. Organize an interpreter if 
needed.

 z Initiate contact and arrange meetings 
between community groups and 
decision takers to ensure that dialogue 
and consultation takes place, which 
includes making our services available to 
government departments. Also arranging 
interviews with the media and with 
environmental groups.

 z Involve  groups from these communities 
and the media in field trips and  tours of 
important sites which must

 z Inspire  appreciation and reverence for 
the unique natural bounty in this region, 
on which we are dependent, and this

 z Instils  respect and  pride, and the desire 
to protect and defend, which:

 z Induces  us to take action.

Outing with EWT to the breathtaking  
Marico eye, one of the sources of the 
Marico River.  Many of the people 
that MWN reaches out to are totally 
dependent on the River for their survival 
but  have never seen its source.

Outing  to the SANBI [South African Biodiversity 
Institute] A/B graded  Marico River to learn about its 
unique features and  creatures 

 z Reach out to those who are affected 
by decisions made regarding their 
environment, especially the river, upon 
which many are totally dependent for their 
livelihood and existence, to provide them 
with the opportunity to make an input. 

Photos courtesy of NW Beeld
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